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Information for authors

Manuscripts

Manuscripts should be prepared largely in accordance with
the Uniform requirements for manuscripts submitted to
biomedical journals (Ann Intern Med 1997; 126: 36-47).

Articles are accepted with the understanding that they
have not been, nor will be, published elsewhere. This does
not refer to abstracts or oral communications presented in
the proceedings of societies or symposia. The Editor
reserves the right to alter and shorten material accepted
for publication and to determine the priority and time of
publication.

All articles should be submitted electronically as an
attachment to an email, along with a covering letter, an
electronic “Copyright transfer statement” (available at:
http://www.anzca.edu.au/jficm/resources/ccr) and a com-
peting interests statement by the primary author on
behalf of all authors, signed electronically. The last should
declare any competing interests as described in the British
Medical Journal 1998; 317: 291-2. Any substantially
revised versions of the original manuscript should be
approved by all authors, and signed to that effect by the
primary author. A letter of permission from the copyright
holder is required for the use of images from other
publications.

Studies on human subjects must comply with the
Helsinki Declaration of 1975, and those on animals must
comply with National Health and Medical Research Coun-
cil Guidelines. A statement affirming Ethics Committee
(Institutional Review Board) approval should be included in
the text. A copy of that approval should be available if
requested. 

Receipt of the article will be acknowledged, and two or
more experts will review the manuscript. Authors are
invited to suggest names (and email addresses) of two

potential reviewers, and also any reviewers they would
prefer did not see the manuscript. Authors will be advised
of the outcome within 6 weeks of receipt of the manu-
script.

Preparation of manuscripts

All articles must be written in English. Submit manuscripts
electronically (maximum file size, 5 MB). Microsoft Word is
the preferred word processing program. The document
should be unformatted, and the text should be single-word
and double-line spaced, with 2.5 cm margins on an A4
sized page.

On a single separate page there must be:
• title;
• each author’s given name, middle initial, surname, and 

appointments;
• institution and department in which work was 

performed;
• up to five keywords chosen from the keyword list 

(see http://www.anzca.edu.au/jficm/resources/ccr); and
• name, email address and telephone and fax numbers of 

the author to whom correspondence and requests for 
reprints should be directed, plus an email address for 
another author or nominated person as a back-up. The 
proofs will be sent to the nominated author unless 
contrary instructions are given.

Abstracts

Articles should have an abstract of appropriate format and
length as follows:

Original article or survey: Structured abstract (up to 250 
words) with headings, Objective; Design; Setting; 
Participants; Interventions (if any); Main outcome measures; 
Results; and Conclusions.

Structured review or meta-analysis: Structured abstract 
(up to 250 words) with headings, Objective; Design; Data 
sources; Review methods; Results; and Conclusions.

Other review: Non-structured narrative or dotpoint 
abstract (up to 250 words).

Point of view: No abstract, or non-structured narrative or 
dotpoint abstract (up to 100–150 words), depending on 
article length.
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Case report: Non-structured narrative abstract (up to 100 
words) summarising case and reason it is notable.

Editorial, Pro-con debate, Letter, Book review, 
Obituary: No abstract.

Article formats 
Original articles and surveys should be in IMRAD format
(Introduction, Methods, Results and Discussion) (word
limit, 2500 words). 

Introduction (approximately 400 words) should cover
why this topic is important (background); what is known
and gaps in knowledge (unanswered questions); how this
study will fill the gap (question addressed or relevant to
this study); and specific aim and hypothesis of this study. 

Methods should be clear and reproducible, and include
the start and end dates of the study; any equipment
(including statistical software) should have manufacturer
and city of manufacture in parentheses. 

Results should be presented in the most meaningful way
(text, table or figure). Results presented in tables and
figures should not be repeated in the text (text should cite
the table or figure and highlight only its most important
features). Present results in the same order as the meth-
ods, and ensure all results have a method described.

Discussion should discuss only results already presented in
the results section. It should include a statement of the
principal findings; how the findings fit with previous knowl-
edge and data, including any important differences in results;
what new and relevant data the study provides; meaning and
implications of the study, especially for clinicians and policy-
makers; strengths and weaknesses of the study; relevant
unanswered questions and future research; and conclusion.

Case reports should have an introduction of less than 100
words followed by the case report and discussion. In
general, they should not exceed 2500 words in length.

Style
Use abbreviations sparingly and define each at first men-
tion. Give measurements in SI units (except blood pressure
in mmHg; if blood gases are given in mmHg, then include
kPa in parentheses). Supply reference ranges for measure-
ments. Refer to drugs by their Australian approved generic,
not proprietary, names. 

References
Number references consecutively in the order in which
they are first mentioned in the text. References in tables
and figures should be numbered as if mentioned where
the table or figure is first cited. Identify references in text,
tables and legends by superscript Arabic numerals.

Use the form of references adopted by the United States
National Library of Medicine. Abbreviate journal names as
in Index Medicus. List all authors when four or fewer;
when five or more, list only the first three and add et al.
For example:

Journal article:
Yamamoto S, Tsutsui H, Tagawa H, et al. A. Role of myosite
nitric oxide in β-adrenergic hyporesponsiveness in heart failure.
Circulation 1997; 95: 1111-4. 
Chapter in a book: 
Phillips SJ, Whisnant JP. Hypertension and stroke. In: Laragh JH,
Brenner BM, editors. Hypertension: pathophysiology and man-
agement. 2nd ed. New York: Raven Press, 1995: 465-78.

References to personal communications and unpub-
lished observations should not be listed as references but
should be noted in the text in parentheses: eg, “(personal
communication)”. Articles that have been accepted for
publication but not yet published should be included in
the references with the words “In press” included in place
of volume and page numbers.

Tables
Present all tables in double-spaced type on separate
pages. Do not submit tables as images. Information in
tables should not be duplicated in the text. Number tables
consecutively and supply a brief title for each. Give each
column a short or abbreviated heading. Place explanatory
matter in footnotes, not in the heading. Explain in
footnotes all non-standard abbreviations that are used in
each table. Cite each table in the text in consecutive order.

Standard deviation (SD) is the accepted measure of
variation in text and tables. Standard error of the mean
(SEM) is acceptable in figures for the sake of graphical
clarity, provided that the number of observations is clearly
stated. Omit internal horizontal and vertical rules. 

Figures and illustrations

Figures and illustrations should be submitted in electronic
format. Two versions of each image are required: 
1. A print-quality (high resolution) image. An acceptable
image must be at least 3.5 inches (8.75 cm) across when
printed at 300 dots per inch (dpi). Computer screen
resolution only requires 72 dots per inch (dpi), which is not
suitable for print. If the image is small to begin with, it
cannot be turned into a high resolution image: it is not
effective to “blow up” an image using image editing
software to increase the size. 

Images should be submitted in their original file format.
Preferred image file formats are EPS, TIFF, Adobe Illustrator
or Adobe Photoshop. JPEG images may be acceptable but
should be saved at their maximum size, as JPEG compres-
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sion reduces image quality. ZIP compression is acceptable.
Microsoft Excel format is acceptable for graphs; it is
important to provide the data table from which the graph
was generated. 
2. A lower-quality image that can be viewed with standard
software is also required for review purposes. For example, a
copy of the image may be embedded in the Word document
at the relevant position, or provided in TIFF format. 

Figures should be drawn professionally or in a computer
graphics program; freehand or typewritten lettering is
unacceptable. Letters, numbers and symbols should be
clear throughout, and of sufficient size that when reduced
for publication each item will still be legible. Titles and
detailed explanations belong in the legends for illustra-
tions, not on the illustrations themselves. Figures depicting
two dimensions of data should be presented with simple
vertical and horizontal axes. Framing, shading, icons and
fanciful typefaces are unacceptable.

Cite each figure in the text in consecutive order. Arabic
numerals should be used to number the figures. Include
legends for illustrations on a separate page. When sym-
bols, arrows, numbers or letters are used to identify parts
of the illustration, identify and explain each one clearly in
the legend.

Colour reproduction of figures is available, although
the authors may be required to bear the cost.

Letters to the Editor

Letters to the Editor are welcomed and will be published if
appropriate. They should be presented in single-word,
double-line spaced type and generally be no more than
two pages in length. All authors must sign, and an email
address for publication must be given. The Editor reserves
the right to style or shorten any letter. Major changes will
be referred back to authors for their concurrence. When
letters refer to an earlier published paper, it must be one
published within the previous 6 months. Its authors will be
offered right of reply.

Proofreading

Contributors of original articles are provided with proofs
and are asked to proofread them for typesetting errors
and return them as soon as possible. Important correc-
tions are allowed, but authors will be charged for
extensive changes to text at this stage. Proofs are not
provided for abstracts of scientific meetings or for letters
to the Editor.

Reprints

Reprints can be ordered from the publisher.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


